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CHINESE CULTURAL CENTRE OF GREATER TORONTO

Board of Directors 2002–2003

Home for  the West to meet the East
The Past to meet the Future

The Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto
(CCC) is an integral part of the Scarborough
Community Complex situated at Sheppard and
Progress Avenues.  It includes the main building in
Phase I and a multi-purpose auditorium/theatre, and a
classical Chinese garden, a joint venture with the City
of Toronto, in Phase II.

The 23,000 square-foot Chinese Cultural Centre
consists of a resource centre, a reception hall, an art
gallery, a tea-house, a number of studios for arts and
crafts, conference rooms, and other supportive
facilities.  In addition to the cultural focus, the Centre
houses an Asia Business & Cultural Development
Centre which aims to assist and promote Asian Pacific
trade.  The Centre is one of the most technologically
advanced cultural centres in North America.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto has
been established to be more than an institution.  Our
mission is to set a standard of integrity and excellence.
 It is a role that will be one of active leadership in
order to promote and foster Chinese culture in an
inspirational and relevant manner.

OBJECTIVES

¨  To help Canadians of Chinese heritage appreciate all
facets of their own culture.

¨  To actively involve and share with all Canadians the
uniqueness of our culture.

¨  To help nurture a mutual respect and understanding
between Chinese Canadians and Canadians of other
heritage, with the ultimate goal of unity and prosperity.

¨  To play a prominent role in helping further people’s
understanding and perception of Canadian heritage.

¨  To endeavour to be a distinguished example of cultural
excellence and relevance among all Canadians.

¨  To promote Canada and its opportunities to other
Chinese communities globally.

¨  To create a forum for trade and business exchanges
through cultural endeavours.

¨  To establish an international reputation of excellence.
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Dr. Ming-Tat Cheung

This has been an exciting year for the Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto.  The official
ground breaking ceremony for Phase II took place on March 27, 2003. We now eagerly look forward
to construction, which is scheduled to begin in September.  Phase II’s theatre and multi-purpose hall
will complement our existing facilities and provide much needed additional space for cultural
performances, sporting activities and exhibitions. 

Through an excellent cooperative effort CCC received support from different parts of the community.
We thank each of our donors and our community for the support we’ve received. We are grateful to
the city councillors representing the Scarborough Community Council and to city staff for supporting
Phase II.   In addition, Heritage Canada and the Honourable Sheila Copps deserve our appreciation
for a special half million dollar grant. We are indebted to and encouraged by the participation of many
respected community leaders including Stanley Kwan, Grace Chum, David Poon, Anita Chiu and
John Hui on our Phase II Fundraising Cabinet. With a team this strong, there is no doubt in our minds
that our mission will be accomplished.

While engaged in planning and fundraising for Phase II, CCC has continued to play a role as a
leading community outreach program in dealing with matters close to our community.  CCC hosted
an assembly to discuss with the immediate and after effects of the SARS outbreak, which has had a
particularly adverse effect on the Chinese Canadian community. Sixty-two organizations representing
various social, cultural, educational and business groups attended the meeting. On another initiative,
CCC worked with organizations from 16 different Asian countries and regions to promote Asian
culture and heritage throughout the Asian Heritage Month of May. Numerous events highlighting
culture, education, business and sports were held throughout the month, culminating in the Asian Arts
and Culture Festival, a day of indoor and outdoor celebration at Nathan Phillip Square.

I would also like to thank all the volunteers, directors and advisors for their commitments to support
CCC. In particular, I would like to thank our Vice-Chair, Mr. Hughes Eng and Mr. Wayne Fan for co-
chairing the Fundraising Cabinet, Mr. Alan Lam who leads the Building Committee to take a major
step to ensure its success. Program Chair Mrs. Lena Wong, IT Chair Mr. Tony Wong, Treasurer
Mr. Alexis Yam and many directors provide us with the much needed time and effort, deserve special
acknowledgement for their tremendous contributions. Once again the wonderful CCC staff members
under the leadership of Stephen Siu have willingly contributed beyond the call of duty time and time
again to ensure that all projects were accomplished on time and in style. I am looking forward to
better days to come.
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REPORT OF THE FUND-RAISING CABINET

Hughes Eng and Wayne Fan, Co-Chairs

The time has come for all of us to contribute for the future of our generation, our children' s
generation and their children' s.  The completion of the Phase II expansion project of the Chinese
Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto will no doubt make her the best, if not the biggest Chinese
Cultural Centre in North America.

Let' s all take a few minutes to consider the significance of this great project and to consider the
limitless opportunities that this great Centre will offer to arts, cultural, sports and community events. 
The existing Phase I is 23,000 square feet, which consists of a library/resource centre, an art
gallery/exhibition hall, studios, classrooms, offices and a conference center.  The new expansion will
be over 40,000 square feet and it will mainly consist of a state-of-the-art 600-seat theatre, and a multi-
purpose hall for all kinds of sports and recreational activities, it can also host banquet function for up
to 500 people.  

The participation and contribution to this exciting project will be something to be proud of and to be
cherished by yourself and your family for a long time.
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE

Alan Lam, Chair

It has been another exciting year for me acting as the Vice President of Project Planning and the Chair
of the Building Committee of the Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto. Many regular meetings
were held with the member of the Building Committee and the architect team to fine tune the concept
plan. After many long hours and hard work put in by the Building Committee members, the City of
Toronto has now approved a Zoning Amendment to permit the reduced parking scheme for the phase
2 project. In addition, the City of Toronto has agreed to provide with CCC additional 1.0 Acre of land
for the purpose of parking facility. The land is located immediate east of the phase 2.

Due to the revised design scheme to include many new features in the design and escalating
construction cost in the GTA, the phase II design has been further modified to meet these changing
environment. All these changes, are challenges a project of this size, are expected to face. I am
pleased to report that these challenges have been overcome. Final design drawings are ready for
submission to the City of Toronto seeking for Building Permit approval. We expect that it will take 6
to 8 weeks for the City to review and comment prior to the final approval of the Building Permit to be
issued.
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REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Mrs. Lena Wong, Chair

Since the official opening of the Centre five years ago, the Program Committee take pride in dealing
with heavier schedule each year.  We have increased the amount of special events and community
involvement.  With the dedication and co-operation of our staff and instructors and the support of our
fellow Directors, we have achieved a tremendous amount of activities and were well received by the
general public and have displayed our mission of bridging the cultural gap between the East and West
and fulfilled our mandate to promote culture and educating the second generation of Chinese
Canadians. I am looking forward to the completion of Phase II, the 600 seats theatre and the
multipurpose hall will definitely beneficial to our programs.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Youth Chapter of CCC for their support and
volunteering services along with all other volunteers as well.  They have contributed many hours of
hard work to the running the Centre's daily routine operations as well as special events.  My heartfelt
thanks to all our sponsors, the programs will never be succeeded without your support.

Cultural Programs for Youth and Children
In the previous year, Program committee offered a variety of programs in order to serve the
community better.  One of our main program, Chinese-Language Summer Camp, was a two months
program for children from 4 to 12 years old.  Through out the 2 months, the children were able to
learn their mother language, both in Cantonese and Mandarin, which serves our purpose well to pass
on the Chinese culture to the next generation. Under the high competition, we were still able to
receive good reputations, and feed back from the children's parents.  Children were well taken care
of, and able to enjoy a wonderful summer in this camp.

Besides children, C.C.C. also offered programs targeting the Chinese Canadian youths.  In order to
bring them a closer look of Chinese culture, the two very excited programs, China Study Tour, and
Searching for Our Roots, where the youths were brought to their motherland, China. 

China Study Tour is a three-week trip for high-school and university students, covering four or five
major Chinese cities like Beijing, Xi' an, Shanghai and Suzhou.  There was a ten days intensive
Mandarin training, and exploration of the career areas of international business.

“Searching for Our Roots”  trip was held March 2003 this year.  This year we have 10 participants,
which has the most students ever joining the “Searching for Our Roots”  program.  Many of them like,
Nicholas Hung, and Ching Wong were able to share their interesting stories of their great ancestors in
this trip.  The purpose of this trip was to bring the Chinese Canadian youth to search their roots in
their place of origin in China.  They were able to learn better the history of their family in China. 
With the support of Guangdong Province government, this tour were able to cover most of the
participants' home land cities: Guangzhou, Shun de, Nanhai, Ching, Qingyuan , Zhongshan, and
Taishan.  Although they were going under the pressure of SARS, they all came back fine and enjoyed
the trip a lot.  The trip was being taped and produced into a four-serious episode and were televised.

Through organizing these trips, C.C.C. helped to take up the role as nourishing the Chinese Canadian
youths.  They became to identify themselves better, and become proud of being Chinese.  These trips
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were definitely their most memorable experiences for all the participants.

It was C.C.C.'s pleasure to work with The FCC Toronto to organize both winter and summer cultural
camps for children adopted from China in the past few years.  Due to the successful of these events
and the good relationship with FCC, we extended our services to the adoption families by starting a
Friendship program together with another Chinese children adoption agency, Children's Bridge.  We
helped to match families from mainland China with the adoption families.  We successfully matched
more than 25 families.  Many families are looking forward to join Friendship Program.

Special Events and Community Festivals Celebrations
Same as previous years, we held a number of special events.  Such as March Break Opera Program, A
Gift of Friendship, Tribute Exhibit, Qi Gong for Health Seminar 2003, the Health Awareness Day,
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, Chinese New Year Dinner, Hong Kong Day at Woodbine, Golf
Tournament, The Mid-Autumn Harvest Moon Festival, Chinese New Year Festival for FCC, Chinese
New Year for CCC and ROM Friday Night, Chinese New Year at CNE, Chinese Canadian
Entrepreneur Business Conference, Orchid Show 2003, Asian Heritage Celebration at City Hall,
Imperial Ball 2003. 

In September, we brought in The China Film Philharmonic Folk Orchestra from Beijing, which was
supported by Consulate General of the People's Republic of China in Toronto.  The response was
excellent.  It was a fabulous, and a successful event.

New events being brought in last year were, Chinese The Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, Spring
Lantern Festival for Children's Bridge, Cultural Village at the Dragon Boat Race Festival, ªTribute to
Wayson Choyº — Celebrated Canadian author Wayson Choy.  All events were gaining very good
reputation.

Interest Classes
We have coordinated 165 classes with 1650 students.  Currently we have 17 classes some of which
are Ballroom Dance, Cartooning, Chinese Calligraphy, Chinese Brush Painting, Mandarin for English
Speakers, Mandarin for Cantonese Speakers, Marital Arts (Southern Fist) for Children or Adults,
Cantonese for English Speakers, Vegetarian Cooking Class, Thai Cooking Class, Dim Sum Cooking,
Cantonese Opera, Children's drawing, Table Tennis, Self Defence, Wing Chun, Qi Gong for Health,
and Tai Chi.

Dr. Hin-Shiu Hung Art Gallery Exhibitions
We have total of 16 exhibitions over the past twelve months.  ªSpring Showerº by some physically
challenged artists, ªA Gift of Friendship, Tribute Exhibitº, which purposed to reflect the theme of
Chinese compassion during the years of holocaust that China rescued 30,000 Jewish refugees.  The
exhibition of William Ho, officiated by Hon. Sheila Copps and Consulate General of PRC, Madam
Chen, had drawn good attention from the public.

Group Tours
Under the fears of SARS, we have a few groups of school visit rescheduled to later months.  There
were total of 7 groups from schools and other organizations visited C.C.C.  One of the group of
thirty-six people was brought  by ROM. 
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REPORT OF THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Vincent Wan and Tony Wong, Co-Chairs

The Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto is one of the most technologically advanced centers
in North America.  The Information Technology committee is charged with the responsibility of
technological requirements of the Centre.

The committee held a press conference on April 27, 2002 to officially unveil the volunteer@action
online website.  Ms. Marilyn Mushinski, MPP – Scarborough Centre, was on hand to officiate the
unveiling.

In the past year, the committee continued to upgrade the computer hardware system in the
administration office.

A new membership/volunteer/patron database was commissioned and implemented to accommodate
increasing volume and need of the centre.

The committee is composed of volunteers from the IT section of the Federation of Chinese Canadian
Professionals and the Chinese Canadian Information Processing Professionals.  We would like to take
this opportunity to thank these volunteers for helping the committee in all the design and
implementation work in the projects undertaken by the committee in the past year.
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THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Stephen Siu

A ªcultural renaissanceº is going on in the City of Toronto. A number of forces are coming together to
keep Toronto's culture alive. A new Opera House is being built. The Royal Ontario Museum and the
Art Gallery of Ontario are undergoing massive renovations. The City is talking about spending
another $25 million in the next five years on grants and funding to culture and the arts. The Chinese
Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto (CCC) is playing a part in this renaissance with the construction of
its $11 million Phase II development.

With the support of the Board of Directors and some devoted community leaders, a Fundraising
Cabinet has been formed to mastermind the fundraising campaign for Phase II. About 70 per cent of
the necessary funding for the expansion has been secured. The actual construction will be launched
later this year.

The CCC has reached out to several performing groups, including the Scarborough Philharmonic, to
negotiate long-term arrangements for them to use the future Centre for the Performing Arts. The
Phase II project is well supported by the community, especially the cultural sector. Groups such as the
Chinese Artists Society of Toronto, the Ontario Overseas Chinese Philharmonic Orchestra, and the
Chinese Canadian Choir of Toronto are organizing fundraising concerts for the Centre.

The federal government has provided a grant of $500,000 for Phase II.  As a gesture of support, the
Chinese Consulate General has bought a number of seats of the Centre for the Performing Arts, and
the Hong Kong SAR Government's representative office has presented a Hong Kong Film Festival to
raise money for the Centre.

Many thanks to the Board of the CCC for giving me the opportunity to share their challenges in my
second term as the Executive Director of the Centre. With our eyes set on the future, we see an image
of CCC that is instrumental in bridging the East and West, significant in promoting racial harmony
and mutual understanding, and constructive in nurturing Toronto ªthe Creative Cityº.

Over the past 12 months, we have broken many new grounds. The Centre's Dr Hin-shiu Hung Art
Gallery has been well utilized, with 16 exhibitions in 2002, setting an all-time high record for the
CCC. The CCC worked with the Jewish community to present the ªGift of Friendship – Tribute
Exhibitº there from May to June to honor justice and friendship between two peoples.

The Centre keeps on producing a major cultural performance every year. In 2001, we invited the
Hong Kong Ballet to perform ªThe Last Emperorº. In September 2002, we presented a full-house
concert by the 70-member China Film Philharmonic Folk Orchestra in the John Bassett Theatre – the
largest ever Chinese orchestra concert in Toronto.

The Centre has produced a series of Chinese cultural programs for the FCC (Families with Children
from China) and ªChildren's Bridgeº, an adoption facilitator. A ªFriendship Programº has been
introduced to bring together Canadian adoptive families with families of recent Chinese immigrants.
The main goal of the Friendship Program is to let the Chinese immigrant families and the adoptive
families to educate each other on their respective culture and heritage.
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To reach a new audience, the CCC jointly presented a symposium/arts presentation ± ªBy Leaps &
Bounds ± Images of Chinese Women Since Footbindingº ± with the Bata Shoe Museum in April
2002. The event brought together dancers, poets, composers and musicians from the Chinese
Canadian community to celebrate the liberation of women in China and overseas, and to present new
images of feminism.

The CCC took part in the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair for the first time in November 2002 to co-
produce the ªCelebrate the Year of the Horse at The Royalº. The ªSounds of Chinese Celebrationº,
jointly organized with the Royal Ontario Museum, was again well received. The Orchid Show 2002
jointly organized with the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association was a smashing success with over
5,200 people attended the two-day event at the CCC in April 2002.

After the completion of our Phase II cultural complex by the end of 2004, the CCC will definitely
have more space and facilities to enhance its already very rich cultural activities, and to build up new
momentum in Canada's ªCreative Cityº. n
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